Hamlet SUMMER READING INSTRUCTIONS

· Research the historicity of the play Hamlet. Find one reputable article and write a précis of that article; be prepared to turn it in, typed and properly headed, along with the other documents associated with this assignment. Remember a précis is 1/3 the original text and requires a correct bibliographical entry of the source at the bottom of the précis.

· Read the text carefully, annotating according to the instruction sheet for annotation

· Respond to the reading with a Reader’s Log.  You must have as many entries as spaces exist on the log; however, you certainly may respond more than the designated times.

· Choose ONE of the following journal topics and respond to the play through the journal.

1. Characterize yourself as a "thinker" or a "doer." In this respect what character in the play are you most like? How would you like to be different, or would you like to be different? Why or why not?

2. In Act I, scene iii of Hamlet, Polonius gives Laertes a great deal of "fatherly advice" about how to live his life. Look at this section and find advice you have heard from your own parents. How valuable is this advice? Have you used
it?  Have you been involved in any situation to which this advice was applicable?

3.   How are relationships between step-parents and step-children generally depicted
in fiction or film? Do you have any experience with or knowledge of step-relationships? What conflicts and barriers must be overcome? What are the
advantages, the positive aspects of these relationships?

4.   Are parents generally blind to their children’s faults? Why or why not?

		5.   King Claudius states "Madness in great ones must not unwatched go." (III, i) 
      How is this true in any age? What evidence can you find in recent news stories to 
      support this statement? How do societies keep checks and balances on their 
      "great ones”?

6.   Sometimes we watch as friends make their choices—wise or unwise.  Select a 
      character from the play and offer, as a friend, some wise advice.  Be specific with 
      character names, actions, and the advice.  Feel, of course, free to share biblical 
      principle.

· Make a running list (minimum of 15) of “Quotable Quotations” from Hamlet.  This list will not be turned in at the beginning of the year, but will be used for an after-discussion assignment.

· Be prepared to discuss themes of the work the first week of school.  This theme discussion and literary analysis of the play will lead to the Hamlet essay later.
