Reader’s Log/Dialectical Journal
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	This version of the reader’s log asks students (on the left) to paraphrase a passage or directly quote a line (preferably at strategic points in the text) as a means of responding to or demonstrating a clear understanding of the reading.  Then, the reader is asked to respond to particular aspects of the passage or quotation on the right side of the chart.  

	Quoted Text (or Paraphrase)
	Reader’s Response

	Hamlet is depressed over the death of his father and the quick remarriage of his mother to his uncle (now stepfather). His mother and Uncle Claudius ask him to stay in Denmark and not return to college. He agrees to do so. (Act I, Scene 1)
	I don’t understand why Hamlet agrees not to go back to school.  He does not like Claudius, so he probably does not want to be with him.  I know that if I had a chance to get away from my stepfather, I would choose the trip back to college.  Why doesn’t Hamlet escape to England?


	Laertes leaves to return to school.  He tells Ophelia that she should be careful about her relationship to Hamlet, not to take him too seriously since he is a prince and probably does not intend to marry her.  She tells him that she will be careful. But then her father Polonius ask what Laertes has said.  He tells her that she cannot see Hamlet any more at all!  (Act I, Scene 3)
	I do not understand what Ophelia means when she says “recks not his own rede.”  Why does she say this to Laertes?

This scene makes me angry!  Why does she let those two men dictate what she is to do?  She should see Hamlet if she wants to!

	Hamlet goes with Horatio and the guards to see the ghost of his father.  When they see the ghost, the others try to keep Hamlet from following it out of their sight.  He even draws his sword to make them stay back. (Act I, Scene 4)
	I don’t blame the others for being scared. I note the tone of the word choice which strikes fear: “goblin damned,” “intents wicked,” “making night hideous,” “horridly, horrible form,” “draw you into madness.” I would be scare if I saw something like that.

	
"I am but mad north-northwest" – Hamlet

	Obviously, Hamlet is suggesting that he is only half mad.  Is he mad, even partially or is he being quite clever?
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