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WRITING ACTIVITIES FOR Cry, the Beloved Country

PICK ANY COMBINATION OF ASSIGNMENTS THAT ADD UP TO 50 POINTS. TYPE THE RESPONSES OR MARK THE WORKS WITH PROPERLY-HEADED TITLES FOR EACH SECTION.

E. G.  “Category 10 points: Activity 3.”
       
10 POINTS EACH. 

       1. Discuss in paragraph form how the main character is like or unlike a person you know.

       2. Pretend that you're the author and describe the part that was the most fun or hardest to write.  
	Explain why.

       3. Describe an experience you've had that was like an experience of a character in the book. If you 
	have been privileged never to have suffered through such events, write about someone you 
	know who has.  How was the outcome different or the same as in the book?

       4. Write any kind of poem about your book.  (Min. 16 lines)

       5. Write an obituary for one character.  You may need to view an obituary in the newspaper or on 
	line.

       6. Explain how a character in the book changed from the beginning to the end.

       7. If the book has a villain, explain why was his or her punishment was or was not justified.

15 POINTS EACH.

       1. Draw a color map of a major setting of the story.  Label the major landmarks or 
	points of interest.  Neatness and appearance are part of the criteria for evaluation.

       2. Write a review of the novel wherein you do or do not encourage someone to read it.

       3. Write another part to the story in which you indicate what happened to the main character after 
	the story ended.
       
       4. Explain how you would make your book into a movie-- who would play the main characters, 
	where would you film it, etc?  You must explain your choices.

       5.   Write two articles for a newspaper regarding major events in the book. Be sure to write in the 
	tone that would be prevalent at that time and in that place.

       6. Write six diary entries made by one of the major characters at six different junctures of the 
	novel’s plot.

       7. List 15 examples of exceptional diction from the book and tell why each is so impacting.  Be sure 
	to include page number and paragraph number included with the written out selection.

       8. Examine a problem faced by a character in the book and search scriptural answers to the 
	problem.  (Note: some scripture allusions already exist, so either find a fresh passage or 
	explain why the chosen passage was wise counsel.)


20 POINTS EACH

       1. Do a collage of pictures reflecting a major theme of the novel. NOTE: The collage must cover the 
	entire regulation-sized poster board.  You may use banner wording over the collage if you 
	wish.

       2. Review the book that you read and compare it to the movie.  Which is the better work and why?

       3. FIND THREE songs or WRITE ONE song that seems to relate to your novel.  Write out the lyrics 
	and then write an explanation of how they relate.
    
       4. Make a scrapbook/photo album of pictures that would be maintained by one of the major 
	characters.  You could cut out pictures of people, landscapes, cityscapes, and animals that 
	you think look like the characters, animals,  and places in the novel. 

       5. Do THREE pieces of art—paintings, pin and inks, or sculptures-- about the novel.

       General Guidelines

       1- You must hand in all assignments.  The selections MUST total the 50 points. All work must be 
	word-processed or in keeping with the assignment’s description.  As always, neatness and 
	organization are criteria for evaluation.

       2- The completeness of the project will be a factor in the grade. Don’t slough off responsibility.

       3- START EARLY—DO NOT WAIT TO DO THE WORK.  YOU DON’T WANT TO BEGIN THE YEAR TIRED AND BEHIND.


